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of the Western Association of State Depart-
ments of Agriculture, chair of the Specialty 
Crop Task Force for the National Association 
of State Departments of Agriculture, and chair-
man of the Agricultural Worktable for the U.S.-
Mexico Border Governors’ Conference. 

In California’s great Central Valley, the 
Lyons family has been engaged in production 
agriculture for more than 75 years. Secretary 
Lyons managed the 6,000-acre ranch located 
in the Modesto area from 1976 to 1999. The 
ranch produces a number of crop and live-
stock commodities. 

Bill currently serves as a member of the 
California Water Commission and on the 
Board of the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture. From 1993 to 1999, Bill 
served as chairman of the USDA’s Farm Serv-
ice Agency state committee. Bill was also ap-
pointed by the Stanislaus County Board of Su-
pervisors to serve from 1996 to 1998 as 
founding director of the East Stanislaus and 
Toulmne County USDA Agriculture Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation Service Committee, and 
the Stanisulaus/San Joaquin Counties’ Cattle-
men’s Association. 

Bill is a widely respected member of his 
community and has greatly contributed to his 
state and nation. The USDA has honored Sec-
retary Lyons on three occasions: in 1998 with 
a certificate of appreciation; in 1997 with an 
award for excellence; and in 1996 with a na-
tional environmental award. In 1995, the Cali-
fornia Farm Bureau Federation recognized him 
with a service award. The United States Jay-
cees named him the Outstanding Young Man 
of American in 1984 and both the City of Mo-
desto and Stanislaus County has awarded him 
with various service commendations. In addi-
tion, California State University at Chico 
awarded Bill in 2000 with a Distinguished 
Alumni Award. 

Secretary Lyon’s illustrious career also in-
cludes various elected office positions in 
Stanislaus County such as: Member of the 
Central Catholic High School Board of Direc-
tors, Chairman, Doctors Medical Center, and 
Director, Modesto Irrigation District. Bill also 
worked as a Religion teacher at Saint 
Stanislaus elementary school, in Modesto 
California. 

Throughout his lifetime, Secretary Lyons 
has demonstrated a deep commitment to com-
munity service. Throughout the years, he has 
worked with countless community organiza-
tions such as the Salvation Army, United Way, 
American Cancer Society, the Modesto Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Camp Sylvester, a 
local youth camp. Additionally, he has 
coached sports teams for nearly two decades. 

It is my pleasure to join the Stanislaus com-
munity in recognizing Secretary Bill Lyons, Jr. 
for his commitment to his community, state 
and nation. I have personally known the Lyons 
family for over two decades. Bill Lyons, Jr. 
and the entire Lyons family have a passion for 
California agriculture and for the values of 
hard work and community service in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Bill is a trusted and dear 
friend. I look forward to our continued friend-
ship and to his wise counsel, and know that 
Bill’s future path will continue to benefit Cali-
fornia agriculture and all of us in the San Joa-
quin Valley. It is a pleasure to represent Bill 
and the entire Lyons family in the 18th Con-
gressional District of California.

FLAWED ELECTIONS IN THE 
CAUCASUS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 21, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as 
we approach the end of session, I would like 
to take note as Helsinki Commission Chair-
man of a very disturbing trend in the 
Caucasus republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Georgia. At this very moment, thousands 
of Georgians are engaging in a campaign of 
civil disobedience in the wake of the Novem-
ber 2 parliamentary elections. Georgian and 
international monitors registered large-scale 
falsification and ballot stuffing, not to mention 
the exclusion of many thousands of eligible 
voters. When the Central Election Commission 
gave the largest tallies to President 
Shevardnadze’s party and the nominally-oppo-
sition but Shevardnadze-allied Revival Party, 
opposition leaders organized large demonstra-
tions in Tbilisi’s main street. There, in the rain 
and cold, protesters spent days demanding 
the President’s resignation and new elections. 

Their efforts, born of rage and despair, have 
been peaceful and the authorities have so far 
acted with restraint. But Georgia faces a gen-
uine crisis, make no mistake. After ten years 
of growing frustration at official incompetence 
and corruption, the country’s impoverished 
public has begun to resist business as usual. 
Eduard Shevardnadze, still lionized in the 
West for helping to end the Cold War as So-
viet Foreign Minister, has long been deeply 
unpopular at home. Demands by successive 
U.S. administrations and international financial 
institutions to curb pervasive corruption have 
gone unheeded. And the November 2 election 
was a harbinger of the presidential race in 
2005, when Shevardnadze will not be eligible 
to run. All participants and analysts agree that 
the outcome of this year’s parliamentary con-
test will influence the coming succession. 

How the Georgian drama will play itself out 
is hard to predict. But it is clear that Georgia 
is not alone in suffering through a crisis of 
trust and legitimacy. On October 17, Azer-
baijan held presidential elections that, accord-
ing to OSCE observers, did not meet inter-
national norms. Serious clashes between op-
position backers and the authorities erupted in 
which at least one person was killed and hun-
dreds were injured. Law enforcement agencies 
arrested hundreds of opposition activists; 
though most have since been released, ac-
cording to human rights groups, many were 
beaten in detention. The Azerbaijani election, 
moreover, marked the transfer of power from 
President Heydar Aliev to his son, establishing 
the first family dynasty in the former Soviet 
Union. But Ilham Aliev has begun his term 
under a shadow, tainted by an election seen 
as unfair inside and outside the country and 
marred by the accompanying violence. 

Earlier this year, Armenia held presidential 
elections in February and parliamentary elec-
tions in May that also fell short of OSCE 
standards. In February, thousands of pro-
testers marched in the snowy streets of 
Yerevan; perhaps their numbers kept Presi-
dent Robert Kocharian from claiming a first 
round victory and forced him into a runoff—a 
first for a sitting president in the Caucasus. 
Between the two rounds, however, the authori-

ties detained some 200 opposition campaign 
workers and supporters. On election day, they 
did whatever was necessary to win in a land-
slide. The final judgement of the OSCE elec-
tion observation mission was that ‘‘the overall 
process failed to provide equal conditions for 
the candidates. Voting, counting and tabula-
tion showed serious irregularities, including 
widespread ballot box stuffing.’’ The Armenian 
Assembly of America on March 18 noted that 
‘‘the people of Armenia deserved nothing less 
than the declared aim of their government for 
free, fair and transparent presidential elec-
tions. As reported in depth by the OSCE, this 
achievable standard was not met.’’ 

There was some improvement in the May 
parliamentary contest, concluded the OSCE, 
especially in the campaign and media cov-
erage. Nevertheless, the election ‘‘fell short of 
international standards . . . in a number of 
key respects, in particular the counting and 
tabulation of votes.’’ 

In sum, Mr. Speaker, a discouraging and 
disturbing record for all three countries, 
marked by a consistent pattern of election rig-
ging by entrenched elites who have learned 
that they can ‘‘get away with it.’’ The inter-
national community is prepared to register dis-
approval, by proclaiming these elections—in 
diplomatic language, to be sure—short of 
OSCE norms. But there have never been any 
other consequences for subverting the demo-
cratic process. Nor have opposition parties 
anywhere been able to annul or change the 
official results of a falsified electoral process, 
or even compel governments to negotiate with 
them. 

Perhaps Georgia, where the state is rel-
atively weak and discontent widespread, will 
prove the exception—although it is alarming 
that President Shevardnadze has sent his 
sometime rival Aslan Abashidze, who runs the 
region of Ajaria like a Central Asian potentate, 
north to gain Moscow’s support. The prospect 
of Russia propping up a shaky, illegitimate 
Georgian Government should send shivers 
down the spine of any American. But until and 
unless an opposition movement registers 
some tangible success, the men in charge of 
the destinies of Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia have no reason to change course. 
What they are doing works and it benefits 
them, even if it harms their countries’ chances 
of developing democracy. 

Even worse, there is little reason to expect 
changes for the better. For years, optimists 
maintained that however discouraging things 
were, time and constant pressure from Wash-
ington and the international community would 
bring gradual change. As we approach 2004, 
the 13th year of independence for the former 
Soviet republics, that prognosis seems in-
creasingly pollyanish. The consolidation of rul-
ing groups, determined to remain in power, in 
control of the state’s law enforcement and ju-
dicial agencies, and disposing of significant 
wealth, makes gradual evolution towards a 
genuinely democratic mentality and practices 
ever less plausible. Instead, we see evolution 
towards what some analysts call ‘‘semi-author-
itarian’’ states and others, with reference to 
the Middle East, term ‘‘liberal autocracies.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this admittedly depressing 
analysis leads to several worrisome conclu-
sions. First, political opposition and publics in 
the Caucasus have concluded that electoral 
processes are hopelessly corrupted and offer 
no prospect of fairly competing for power or 
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even trying to influence policymaking. Accord-
ingly, they are increasingly inclined to mobilize 
against their leaders and governments. Even 
though victories have thus far eluded them, 
this turn to the ‘‘street’’ bespeaks a perennial 
politics of resentment instead of compromise 
and consensus-building. Second, the gulf be-
tween rulers and ruled has obvious implica-
tions for stability and democracy. Ruling elites 
will try to tamp down actual protest and curb 
society’s organizing capability, infringing on 
their basic liberties; this, in turn, will upset the 
delicate balance between state and society. 
Change, when it comes, may be violent. 

Steadily losing hope, many Armenians, 
Azerbaijanis and Georgians will likely opt out 
of politics altogether. Many others will emi-
grate if they can. This trend has been marked 
for years in all three countries; Armenians 
often try to come to the United States; while 
Azerbaijanis and Georgians find it easier to 
move to Russia. But the departure of these 
highly motivated individuals and their families, 
who often find ways to prosper in their adopt-
ed homes, weakens their homelands. 

Washington has observed these tendencies 
with concern but little action. Democracy-build-
ing programs may help develop civil society 
but have little impact on leaders who pursue 
their own interests and are quite prepared to 
dismiss the State Department’s criticism of yet 
another rigged election—even if, as happened 
yesterday, the Department, in unprecedentedly 
strong language, said the Georgian election 
‘‘results do not accurately reflect the will of the 
Georgian people, but instead reflect massive 
vote fraud in Ajara and other Georgian re-
gions.’’ And while we are preoccupied with 
Iraq and the war on terrorism, Moscow has 
been steadily rebuilding its assets in these 
countries, buying up infrastructure in equity-
for-debt deals and offering all possible support 
to those in power. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Speaker, 
our chances of influencing political evolution in 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia may not be 
very great. But they will diminish to zero un-
less we recognize the problem, and soon.

f 
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OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 21, 2003

Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, October 24th 
of this year, Louisiana and the United States 
lost a fine American and a good friend. Frank 
Lampkin, Jr. of Bossier City passed away at 
the age of 79. Though he has passed away, 
he leaves behind a rich legacy and a commu-
nity made better by his good work. 

Mr. Lampkin was a giver in every sense of 
the word. He gave to his country as a Ser-
geant in the Marines. He gave his time and 
energy, inspiring the children of Northwest 
Louisiana as a teacher, a coach, and a prin-
cipal for more than three decades. He raised 
a family. And he continued to find ways to 
give back even more to his community. 

Over the years Mr. Lampkin was an integral 
member of campaigns like the Clean City 
Committee, the Salvation Army Food Drive 
and Bell Ringing, Shots for Tots, and awards 
programs to inspire learning in elementary 
school children. 

His list of awards and achievements is re-
markable. He was a Kiwanian of the Year and 
had 50 years of perfect attendance at the 
Kiwanis Club of Bossier. He was inducted into 
the Louisiana High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame and the Northwestern Educators’ Hall of 
Fame. He was a recipient of the Air Force 
R.O.T.C. Outstanding Service Award. 

Despite all of these achievements, Mr. 
Lampkin will best be remembered as a hus-
band, a father, a mentor, a neighbor, and a 
friend. 

Frank Lampkin was an inspiring member of 
his community and I am pleased to have had 
a chance today to share some of the high-
lights of his life with those who never had the 
chance to meet him.

f 

COMMENDING BARBARA REY-
NOLDS FOR HER YEARS OF 
SERVICE ON CAPITOL HILL 

HON. DAVE WELDON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 21, 2003

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the floor today to pay tribute to a 
long-time member of my staff who is retiring 
this December. Barbara Reynolds has worked 
for me as my scheduler and executive assist-
ant since I was elected in 1994. Barbara’s ca-
reer on Capitol Hill preceded mine by 13 
years. This experience, along with her talent 
and willingness to accommodate the busy 
schedule of a Congressman, was invaluable. 

Before coming to work on the Hill, Barbara 
had been a stay-at-home mom, taking care of 
her two children. She had never really given 
much thought to getting involved in the polit-
ical world, but, in 1979, at the suggestion of 
her father-in-law, she handed a resume to a 
friend at the Republican Policy Committee 
and, in about a week, landed a job with then-
Representative Carlos Moorehead from Cali-
fornia. This, however, was not her only job at 
the time. Barbara often spent her weekends 
as a professional model—many say she 
looked just like Jackie Kennedy Onassis. Her 
modeling took her all over the world as well as 
provided her with many commercial adver-
tising opportunities. As a result of this, some 
current House maintenance workers who were 
around at the time still refer to Barbara as 
‘‘Jackie’’ when they see her in the halls. 

In 1985 Barbara began working for then-
Representative and eventual presidential can-
didate Jack Kemp. In addition to working in his 
personal office she also worked on his cam-
paign in New Hampshire. 

After working with Jack Kemp, Barbara 
moved on to work for my Florida colleague, 
Representative CLIFF STEARNS in 1988. Bar-
bara spent six years working for Representa-
tive STEARNS where she established her Flor-
ida roots. 

In 1995 Barbara came to work for me and 
has worked in my Washington office since my 
first day in office. I am incredibly grateful for 
her loyalty to my staff and me. It will be nearly 
impossible to replace her uplifting spirit. Her 
presence in my office added a touch of class 
and style, which are sometimes hard to find in 
the world of politics. 

I, along with her coworkers and others out-
side my office whose lives she has touched, 

will miss her presence on Capitol Hill. Barbara 
Reynolds’s retirement is well earned. She 
plans to pursue her hobby of boating on the 
Chesapeake with her husband, Bob, as well 
as continue to be a loving mother and grand-
mother to her two grown children and to her 
grandchildren. We all wish her many blessings 
and much happiness in the years to come. 

Thank you Barbara, for your service to my 
office, the people of Florida, and the many 
others with whom you have worked on Capitol 
Hill.

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2417, 
INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2004

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 20, 2003

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise with great 
concerns over the Intelligence Authorization 
Conference Report. I do not agree that Mem-
bers of Congress should vote in favor of an 
authorization that most know almost nothing 
about—including the most basic issue of the 
level of funding. 

What most concerns me about this con-
ference report, though, is something that 
should outrage every single American citizen. 
I am referring to the stealth addition of lan-
guage drastically expanding FBI powers to se-
cretly and without court order snoop into the 
business and financial transactions of Amer-
ican citizens. These expanded internal police 
powers will enable the FBI to demand trans-
action records from businesses, including auto 
dealers, travel agents, pawnbrokers and more, 
without the approval or knowledge of a judge 
or grand jury. This was written into the bill at 
the 11th hour over the objections of members 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, which 
would normally have jurisdiction over the FBI. 
The Judiciary Committee was frozen out of the 
process. It appears we are witnessing a 
stealth enactment of the enormously unpopu-
lar ‘‘Patriot II’’ legislation that was first leaked 
several months ago. Perhaps the national out-
cry when a draft of the Patriot II act was 
leaked has led its supporters to enact it one 
piece at a time in secret. Whatever the case, 
this is outrageous and unacceptable. I urge 
each of my colleagues to join me in rejecting 
this bill and its incredibly dangerous expansion 
of Federal police powers. 

I also have concerns about the rest of the 
bill. One of the few things we do know about 
this final version is that we are authorizing 
even more than the president has requested 
for the intelligence community. The intel-
ligence budget seems to grow every year, but 
we must ask what we are getting for our 
money. It is notoriously difficult to assess the 
successes of our intelligence apparatus, and 
perhaps it is unfair that we only hear about its 
failures and shortcomings. However, we can-
not help but be concerned over several such 
failures in recent years. Despite the tens of bil-
lions we spend on these myriad intelligence 
agencies, it is impossible to ignore the failure 
of our federal intelligence community to detect 
and prevent the September 11 attacks. Addi-
tionally, it is becoming increasingly obvious 
that our intelligence community failed com-
pletely to accurately assess the nature of the 
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